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In the name of Alah, the compeassionate

& the merciful

"Warship is aspecifio to Ged,
& Gree .ings to his chosen messangers,
Specially hie last prophet, Mohamad, & his dynasty.”

In a letier from Europe, one of our muslem brothers saysa
that Eslam's endorsement of polygamy has given some of the
christians, there, an opportunity to discredit Eslam & its
teachings. He has asked us to produce an answer to these
attadcss & to claxify the situation. This sets us & task of
great responsibility, in accorance with which this article has
been written.,

The original text has been written in Fevsicn & Avabic,
& three of our learned friends have transiated the original
into English, Cerman & French. " Fair Judgment " iz all we
agk from the readens zccording %o the message of " Koyan "
far all human heinga:

! Give the good rews to my people; those who listen to
ell the words & then fallow the best, will enjoy Cod's gube

dance & they are our wisest creaturesg"

Eslam & Polygamy

No one could say, with fairness, that Mohamad could not
have Yeen God's prophet because Eslam has endorsd polygamy.
- As, according to the 0-1d4 Testeiment great prophet like Ebrahin,
had two wives (Sarah & Hajar) after becoming God's prophet.

It is pointed out in "Towart(la. "After residing in
Canaan for ten yeers, Ebrshinm's wife, Sérah, had her female

slave, Hajermary Bbrahim & she became pregnant.”

(1) Chapter 16 from the section on "Genesis",
2
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4lgo, "Jacoh®, who has been acoepied as God's prophet by the Jews,
ohristians & muslems, had 4 wives, at one time, namely, Leigh, Rehil,
Zelfeh & Belhy 3 Now, would the jews & christians dony Evrehin's or
Jacoh¥s divine legacy on the ground that they were polygamists? It is
strange, indeed, to see people conveniently ignoring the deeds of those
prophets acoeptable to themselves and stert ori#isizing Eslem & its
prophet, when what he did was no different fpom the progtice of their
own prophets,

If we want to stert an argument on questions concerning matrimeny,
then; I think, tho christian traditions stand te a great deal of criticism.
As "Poter™ points out in the Bible 2 t "It is better not to become
married” & Jesus coments: "Not all psople could accopt this, except those
who have been scleeted to do so. Mcaning that it is bottor to refrain
from marriage altogother, but' not cveryonc deserves to rcach this stan—
dard, T% is thus scon that acoording to christian teachings, achioving
the highost lewel of puritanicm would lcad to abolition: of the human
race.  Because if poople want to jein the school of christionity &
ashieve the highest standard, like all pricsts & nuns, thoy should
praciice celibacy. This, despitc 'Ichc fact that it would ;::osul't. in:
bringing the humanity to an end, would destroy onc of the most natural

human dosires to agsosiate with the opposit sox & reoproducc.

But our aim iz to chow that polygomy is 2 wisc & understandablo
concepts It is not to outline our objeotions to christian tecachings,
Lot us then congider the case acoording to those who don't beliave in
anything, ncither Ebrahim, nor Jaooh nor Jesus. Thoge mcﬁ, also, beolicwn
in polygamy; not the way Eslam suggested, perhaps, but in a very unfair
& tyronioal way. Those gentlomen allow themaclves cne official wife &-
a8 many unoffiecial once ac they carc to take, This has booomo, morc
or lessy a common practicc in tho weot. They have zcoepted it and arc
practicing it, But thc moment nomeons starts a tolk on Eslem & "Koran™,

(1) “Tourat" chapters 29 & 30 from the peotion on “Goncodo¥,
(2) Mathew's Bible, scction 29,

3




oMl Sl gy ous 5l sl8s YA

they consider it uncivilized & ocutdated on the ground of its laws
on polygamy. Disregarding the fact that there is a great deal of
difference between thoir inhuman gotion & the polyzamy suggested
by Eslam, We believe in marriagce, they believe in adultary, wo
limit ourselves to obay the rules & provide the females with their
rights, they consider themselves free of all rules, We make it our
duty to look after the childrem & cover all the cxpences (even
after death all the wives have the right to inherit from what the
man has left behind), they only fulfil their passion, Wo, undor
the instruction of Eslam, restriot ourselves in everyway so that
no woman's rights & feclings are prejudiced, but they only fallow

their degires, Not

Polygamy was not introduced by Eslam, it existed long before
it, Eglam restricted it %o certain conditions, in accordance with
the needs of a human society. Tabari®, the great Arab historian,
has sald (1)t "Before Eclum a man could have morc than ten wiyes"s
WFakhredin Razi" has pointed out (2) : YA man €alled “Ghylan", who
had ten wives, accepted Eslamic foith. The prophet told him to
keep 4 & divorece the restV. Karan" (3)
number of wives o man could have & instruots muslcoms: “If you

hag girictly limited the

realize you conldn®d treat your wives fairly, justly & with equa~

lity, then, hc contented with one wife", "Don't be co much inclined
. {

towards onc wife o as to neglect the others®, (4)

Thuz Eslom modificd polygamy & restricted its practice acoor=
ding to very definit & ctriot rulcs so that a real muslem can seldom
satiofy the requircments & take morc than one wife, A Erief look at
.prophe't'c life demonstrates how this law was practiced in an era
when women were traditionally denied all rightoi-

(1) Balamic higtorians related that prophet Mohamed even
when geverely ill, during -thce lost days of his life,
¥sed to ask peoplc around him to make sure that his

(1) "Jame Albayan", Nesa Sorch (3) 3rd. Aych; Nesa Sorch
(2) Mafatih Algheib &) (4) 12th. Aychs Neso Sorch



Wwives recicve fair and just frcotmonts

(2) Hnom Baghor (1 ic reported to havg said, quoting
hic predeccszors, that the prophet, whon gravely
i1l uged to be token & nurced in eoch wifels

rooms, inturn, so that no one could feel neglected.

(3) "Bokhori® hoo soid in his book (2), quoting one of
the prophet's wife, “Ayosheh": “when the prophetls
illness reached its chimax & hic pain bocuive un—
beorable, he aosked hizn wives ¢ 'permit him to sigy
in my housc & when thoy all agreed he came to me,

while being earried by two menM.

A prophet who rulied the hearts of so many, acks for his wive's
permision under such eritical condition. This is how he lived &
treated his ladies, Whether acceptable to the west or not, cur prophei's
woy of 1ife has provided us with o fine cxomple, acceprding e Uhic}i
we could arrange our own, If we believe in polygamy, we, also, acocpt
it limitations, in the woy thoy were observed by the great prophet.

Ac it hao been suaid in "Koran® (3): "4 perfoct cxamplec of how
your should be iz in your prophet", “Fallow him & be soved” (4).

On this basis, =1l his followcrs & immedinte assoeiates were
urbelicvably just & kind to their wivess Fallowing peinte might holp
to illusirate this:

{1} "™obor ' s uritten in bis beook (5): MIE Bad two
wives, ho did not wash for praying in onc's house when
it wos time for him to be in the cther'a".

(2) " Zamkhshori® says the came thing about “Maaz" in his
book called "Alkoshaf',

2(3)  ™Abelfath Rozi® hos writtcn: "Maaz had two wives; both
of them died of plaguc on the same day. Thoy chosc, by
ballot, whom to bury first”.

(1) 5th, Emom of thc “Shich" scot. - ) (3) "21at. Aych; "Ahzab“Sorch
(2) "aljomen Aloahih™, The soction,"Tho iliness (4) 158%h, Aych “Alaraf“Sorch
& the death of the proghet® O _ (5) "iajmac Albayom™Vesa Sorc
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This ic Bslemic eduocation & thesc are the friuts of such
education. All women who were marricd to such men enjoyed kind &
Just, trcatment. Polygomy procticed accerding to these rules, not
only, docs not discredit Eslam, but constitutes 5n. of its virtsc

It is 2 crcdit to this scheol to hav~ cdueated men who would
practice polygamy so justly. It ic olso a miraclc of Eplam that
revolutionized a socicty twards civiliszation in a comparatively
short period of timc. Arabs who uscd to bury their daughters
alive & cinsidered thoir wives as thoir portable property which
coul be inhcrted like their cattle were, under Eslamic tcachings
transformed into men of the highest qualitics. The cducation
which told them: "Do not kill your ohild.ron“"(l), "It ig forbidch

to you to inhcrit your wivos"gz)

"Koran" .says: "Be just with women®™, The prophet & his men
bchased accordingly & cnlightcned & liberatod women, so that the
pridiple did not dic with their deaths:

" Tebari®™ writcs in his bcok('a}, deseribing the cvents concerning
the conquest of Porsia and how the wealth obtained was disiribubc:
"Omar, the muslem?s Kalif, gove the prophet's wives 10000 shorcs
cach cxcept those who were “iraditionnl slaves®, The wives told
him that the prophet had alunys trected them cqualy and that he
must do the samc. Thus Omar did.“

In Buropean socictics, ;rlii;thor men nor women arc acoustomad
‘to such idcas. Thug polygomy as practiced by Eslam cculd only be
entertained if they develeped an Eslamic comunity. Dven in an
Eslamic comunity an individual act has no validity, The Bslamic
gcvcrrﬂncnts must cxXcrcisc an authurity and limit polygamy only to
those who satisfy the pr:;-'-e:ct rules and requirements, In this
woyit is quitc clear that only o very small minority could actuall
practice polygamy, Even for them polygamy is only voluntmry &

(1) "Koran"; WAlscra“ Sorch; 31st, Ayohs
(2) "Koran; “Alncsa Sorch; 19th. Aych,

(3)"Tarihk Alrosol va Almolook" Scction3
b
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not compulsery,

Hewertheless prineciple of polygomy is in correspondence
with the general needs of o society & must be used in especial
circumstances. So that it ic wrong to reject it totally %
unconditionally, Following points might indicate the reason:

1)} In some countries like Germany and England femalc
population is greater than the male population & the gap
would become even wider during war time, This is one of the
reagons for the enormous growth of proatitutibn in Europe
after the last war, In such = g9age Bslam puts forward &
solution to save humanityand ito moral codes; polygamy with justice.

2) As we know, women arc fertile up to the age of about
50. Men, however, proserve their ability to reproduce till
o much later stage in life, IFf ~ man loses his children in
an accident & needs a child to give him new incentive in life
& help him to bear the great loss, he could, with the consent
of his old wife, marry for the sccond time & fulfill his naturanl

desire, This moy well save ~ family from breaking upe

W thus sce that occasionnlly we free inevitable problems
in our huwman sociciy. To overcome these we nced wisc & prackicnl
lawe. Tolal rejeetion of polygamy is unwisce & unpractical, in
the same woy thot its unconditionnl nccoptance is o mistake.

" Moy God bless the people who acecept a logic,

once they hear it, & choosze the right path,

once thoy orc guided to it,."
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Au pom de Dieu

Louange est destinée a Dieu,
et lo bénédiction convepable & ses élus, surtout & Hahoﬁmep
son dernier propheéte et sa famille. Un de mos fréres musulmans
nous a écrit de 1'Europe yue: " La permission Ge polysasie
dans la lol islamigue st st.oweée ici par corbains chrésiens
et, on ia Vvols comme la cause ue l'asuulavioo de ceube reli-

gion...." et. il nous s demandd une réponse logigque.

- A )
A cause de la prandé resoonssbilite gue nous sentons devant
ces atlayles oous svouy cssayé &'édcrire une courte réponse eo
i _ . . . .
persan et ep aicole <L, wous wvous Jdemande e celbtains amis de

iz tryaduive en rrangeis, L'sozlals et l'allsuanc, oour gu'elle

arrive partout ef nous demendons aux lecteurs uo jugement Jus

de mepiers que Dicu = ordonné dans le Coras livre celesle des

musulaaos:

" Doooe cette bobae souvelle & wes Serviweurs: Ceux gui enucocent
les différentes paroles et puis en sulvent les meilleurs scot

des serviteurs sazes et Dieu les a dirigés." ( Sourute Alzomar,
verses 18).

Iren, Hostafa lababab:
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q L'Islam et la polysamie

; Kul juste chrétien ne peut pas aire gue Mahommet o'était
pas prophéte ae Disu, parce gu'il & ausorisé la palygamie!
Avznb lui, selon le témoianage des Saigﬂ livres chrétiens

le Grand Prophegte Abraham, apres que Diew lui ordonna d'étre

son spobtre, d&jd meriéd, épousa une deuxieme Fenma:

" et Barsi, femme d'Abrawm, prit Agar l'EﬁjQFleuﬂﬂ sa servante,
la doona pour feums & Abram $00 mari, apres ou'il eut demeurd
dix ans au pays de Canaan il vint donc vers Azar, ¢t elle cono-
gut." " La sainte bible- la gengse Chapibre 13",

Aussi Jzeob le prophéte reconnu sar les juifs, les chié-—

tiens et les musulmuns se’oo le teéxte de la Bible { les Cha-—

M S en

pltre 29 et 50 la 5en§ue) avait guawre I Lenps,

| Alors, les chréctiens et les juifs pcuv;nn—lla reniex la pro-
phite d'Abrzham ou de Jecob parce gu'ils &Ssient polysames 7
11 paraib sssez étrange qyuand cerbaines personnes Sana dtudier
i leur; salnbs livres et sans conpaltie 1'histoire eb lu bio-
graphie de leurs proph&tes abtestés, atbaguent & pnos frares

é musulmans en Se mogquant de polygemie, de Mahommet nobtre Grand

i Frophéte, btandis que leurs propnétes aussi dtaient polygames,
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A vrai dire caps lss problémes concernant au mariage,
ce sont les musulmans gul doivent opposer aux chrétiens parce
sue dans le 19&me chapitre de 1'Evangile de Saint iatthieu
op 1it de la langue ses disciples qui déclsre: " il ne con-
tient pas de se marier™ et de la lansue de Christ gqui lui
répopd: " Tous oe sonbt pas capables de cela, nmals géux—lé
seulement & gui il a été dopné." Paxr cbnséﬁyguaféi tous les
howmes devienpent chrétiens, ayant ls capacité de reponcer
an marizge, comme les femmes religieuses et les grands prétres,
il faut attendre 4 1o Gisparition de race humaine. D'ailleurs,

cetbte opinion est tout & falt coobre lu pabure de l'homae ¢T

1'instinct de copservabion wuel existe naturellement chez toul

. - N . . N .
fat est-il Juste d'atbzuuer & la polypoale, 1':acle deg

grands vrophebes de Dieu, ou i le'renopncisSion su warls

Et les cordtiens oous abfa Us0l &d LOd Ge Lleuw et e

s . A ) .
et pourscefendre et proteéger legepre humsio.

Nous voulons démonbrer. que le polygamie est une loi bout
% fait naturelle et saze et, en leissapt & coté des discussions

o H i . - e,
religieuses oous voulons parler a csux gui vivent 20 graosd
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gombre_es~Furope, ceux yui n'onb accepté aucune religion et
ne reconnaissent ni Abrahss pi Jacob, ni Christe... Ceux-ci
s'ils solent éunicables, accepteroot ,u'ils exerceot eux-némes

aussi la polyzumie mzis d'upe nsnidre iojuste et impie: ils pas-

sent leur vie avec upe femme 1égale et plusieurs amzptes ef,

; cecil est guelgue chose norzsle en EBurope! Cependsnt ils se

Gonnent le croil G'attuguer % 1'Islun et su Coran pour 1'au-

torisstion de wie! taocis gu'eobre leur a

ey auborisée ces musul-—
mans il y a ce

Dopne il vant mieux Sous d'abord leur 2xprimer les limites ae

cette loi el les respopsapilites ¢s 1'uuvoome 3

les pécessités socicles el paiuielles il L'egipent:  aand

nd en

un homnme musulman se marie avec plus d'uoe feume, 11 2

chsrge la protection dlune fomme, ii-prepd-es-e morole et
terielle de toutes ses femmes eb de btous ses enfanbs nes de

ses mariages, pencanb que 1'houmme eulopern yuahd @ des rela-
bions avec upe femme aubtre yue sa Ieame 1égzle commet 1l'adul-
tere, il est libre, cherchant seulemeni le pleisir de la chair..

Alors faut-11 encore nous opposer ? ...
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La loi de polyganie o'est pas apsolument oouvelle et
initide par 1'Islam, elle existait partout dapns le monde
meis 1'Islam la réformz. Tabarl le céltbre historien daos
son exegese du Coran (Djaueo-ol-Bian) daps la sourate Ces
Femzes " al Nissaa " éeriv: " ﬁvanb 1'Islam up homume e ma=
riait avec 4ix femmes,“Lllsiag rétoraa cebte loi. Fakhr—ol-
Dine Razi dmps son exegese du Goran (iafaten-01-Gheib) feritz
" sighommet, gque la bénédiction de Dicu solb suz lui,ordonna
% up cooverti gul svalb 41X femnes ce garder quabre Je ses

toouses et répudier les aubres.”

coent la poly;

Le Coran & limité compyll

I

ta des Remmes { ol wesga) oi-

verset & o syabt 3) de 1la sourns
. . . .- )

donoe: " 8i vous asviez peur de oOe pouvolr.gwre junie wovers les
femmes ne vous maricz gu'uvec upe Jedme " ogl, encore Uans le
a

verset 129 de la meme soursbte vecommande: N'ziwmez »2os tapnb

une femge Ge mapnibre % pépliger les autres.”
Ec effet, les conditiops de peolyganie en Islam sont ores

gifficiles ev ne permebtent 225 % Gbout hoame de pouvolr ésre

volygame.
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L'histoire de la vie de Mahommeb et de ses disciples
montre commept daps les obscurités de leurs bemps, quand les
femmes n'avaient sucune valeur ils exercerent cette loi;
tons les aunbeurs qui ont tréns%is la biographie de prophéte
et auxguels on puisse se fler éerivent que néme dans Sa ma—
lsdie qui aboubit & sa mort le prophéte visitaiy tour & bour
585 fomnes pour les rendle Leulcuses @b, Quals sa uwaladle
devint grave, il demanda la permission de ses femmes pour
passer ses derniers Jjours chez Aicha upe d'elles, Les musul-
mans Suivent ls conduite de leur pronh%te de mapiere qu'a
orconoé le Corap leur livre celeste dans le verseb 21 de 1la
sourate { Al Ahzabe) : " Ls prophéte est un bop exemple pour
vous " eb, dans ie verset 158 de la Scurste ( Al Aarafe)

oo 1it: " Suivez-le pour que vous soyez dirigés" et, c'était

pourquoi que ses disciples eb ses croyants, si avaieot plus
d'une feome, étaient toub & Fait justes et géoéreux eovers leurs

épouses et elles aussi évaiept cooventes d'eux.

Taus d'estime et de justice gu'ordonmne la loi islamigue

3 1'égard des feames sont de ses honpeurs, 1'Islam & btransformé

les arabes gui tusient leurs filles et héritaient leurs femmes
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comme daahanimaux domestiques en hommes équitables et civi-
lisés, Le verset 30 de la sourate al Assraa ordonne: " Ne

tuez pas vos enfants " et le verset 19 de la sourate al Nesshe
ordonpoe: " C'est prohibé pour vous a'hériter les femmes. "

Eo tout cas, dans les sociétés europdones ni les hommes ni

les femmes p'ont pas 1'habitude % cetbte manibre de vie st oe
peuvent sas la comprendre comme la comprend upe société musnl-
pene, de méme dans les sociftés islamiques les Etabs doivent
survéiller la polygamie en ne doooant la pergmission de nou-
veaux mariages qu'aux hommes possédant les conditions néces—
saires eb, ceux gui les ppssédant oe soob pas pombreux!... =t,
avec tout ¢a la polygamie pour de fels hommes n'est pas obli-
paboire mals volontaivre...

D'ailleurs il oe faub pas oublier les nécaséiﬁés paturelles

de polygamie devant lesguelles la religion me pouvait pas

f“=~mestér indifférente par exemple:
- Daps certains pays ( surtout aprés las guerres) le nombre des
femmes est plus gue le ovombre des bonmes. C'est up des factaurs

la prostitution des femmes restées saps mari et sans protecteur.
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La lol de polypgamle avec ses limites et 3es conditions peut
empécher beaucoup de dégivabious.

- Chague femme aprés 1'Zge de 50 ans me peut pas avoir un
enfapt tandis qu'up homuwe a cet &ge peut ep aveir. 4lors, si

la famille a perdu son enfant & la sulte d'un accident, oun si
la femme n'a jamais mis au monde un enfant, faub-1il priver
1'homme de son droit de devenir pere 7

La loi de polygamie loi permettra d'avoir d;s enfants iégitimes
d'un pouveau mariage et, en méme temps de ne se séparer da sa
Dsmiéra femme en l'aimant auntant que la deuxieme.

C'4bait 2 la mime cause qu'Abraunsm, 1l'spotre de Dieu cnoisit
58 deuxieme épouse.

- Chague mois, &t apres chaque accouchement chez la femme il ¥
2 une période durant lzquelle elle ne peut pas avoir des rela-
tions sexuelles, tapdis gue chez l'homme ces périodes n'existent
pas.

- Et,;il ne faut pas oublier gue la structure organigue de la
femme est de mapiére que ne lul permet pas d'avoir plus d'up
mari sinop, la conpaissance des peres des enfants méme avec

les examens de sapig sera impossible mais, pour l'homme cette
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Gifficulté o'existe pas.

Ctest la chose mentionnée par ucir. B&éme Imam, (Imam Reza que
na salat solt sur lui) d'epres le livre de élalo-al—charaia de
ibné Babéveih. L'Islam est la religion des réalités par ex-
csllence. Les hommes mariés sont plus que les femmes marides
e¢nclins & avoir des rapports sexuels illégitimes et, si partout
1a permission de polygawmie leur étalt doonée beaucoup des mal-

l.aurs, des homicides et des avortements étaient empéchés,

- De plus, la polygamie avec ses conditiopns et ses limites

est un des facteurs d'sugnenbation de la population et le
drpanique social désiré par toute religion., Seloutl dans le livre
{ Djaméo-al Saghir) éerit de la langue du proph3te: " Mariez—

vous et augmentez votre population™.

Eo effet, yuelguefoi: les cécessités tout & Talt natu-
relle et guelquefois les occaslons socizles provogquepnt des
rrablémes Gevant lesquels il faut avoir des lois ef des solu-

tiopg. Rejebter absolument la polysanie o'est pas Juste.de maniere
wie l‘au:ériser absolument aussi o'est pas Jjusce.

e la clémence de Dieu soit sur ceiui gui ayant eotendu
u-s percle sage l'acceptat et approchat & la voie droite guand

o~ 1a lui montra.
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