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Objection of not Participating in Jihad

A few people level the accusation against Sayyiduna Aba Bakr and Sayyiduna
‘Umar &&is that during the era of Nubuwwah they were not appointed leaders of
the army, nor did they participate in any combat, nor were they injured during
jihad; thereby deserving any reward. Thus, it is proof of their inability and

unworthiness.

Answer

Those who have levelled this objection have done so only on the basis of
stubbornness and enmity, and is also contrary to reality. The reality is that during
the blessed era of Rastilullah iss«&ifle, Sayyiduna Abii Bakr £4s was appointed the
leader of the Muslim army, he waged jihad and was also injured and hurt. In this

light, the following narrations are presented wherein all doubts will be clarified.

Participation of Sayyiduna Abt Bakr al-Siddiq

Sayyiduna Salamah ibn Akwa' 2485 — a well-known Sahabi of Rasiilullah Zseiie

— states:

Lol o 53 o amn o 5 55,05 Sl oo s kel s el s amy (g8 ko) I
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We waged jihad in the direction of Banl Fazarah. Rastlullah sz
appointed Abli Bakr i as the leader. When we came to a well, Abti Bakr
zais told us to spend the night and we stayed there for the night. The next
morning we attacked this tribe from different sides and killed the people

that were close to the well and imprisoned some.*

Sayyiduna Salamah ibn Akwa' #455 states: “In this incident, we were with Aba

Bakr 224l and we waged jihad under his command.”

1 Musnad Imam Ahmad vol.4 p.51 and Muslim vol. 2 p. 89, Niar Muhammadr, Delhi
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From this narration, the following is made clear:

1. Sayyiduna Abu Bakr 24k was appointed the leader of the Muslim army.

2. Itisalsoclear that Sayyiduna Abl Bakr 28 also killed the disbelievers and

anumber of disbelievers were killed and imprisoned upon his command.

The scholars of hadith have transmitted another narration of Sayyiduna Salamah

ibn Akwa’ 285z

o g Lob o 5 3 e oy 6k AUl o I gy o 2338 (581 0 les) U
) o bl Lo 305 S5 ol Lo 5 50 538 s 5l

In the company of Rastlullah ieafe, 1 waged seven battles. Besides
this, I participated in nine battalions that were sent out. In some of the
expeditions, AbQl Bakr was made the leader over us, whilst Usamah Ibn

Zayd was made the leader in others.

Both Imam BukharT and Imam Muslim %iciz have reported this narration.!

5o~

The famous historian, Hafiz ibn Kathir &% has mentioned that in the battle of

Dowmat al-Jandal:
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Sayyiduna Abu Bakr g was the commander over the Muhajirin and
Sayyiduna Khalid ibn Walid a5 was commander over the Bedouins that

participated in the battle.?

Corroboration from the Shiah

Ibn Abi al-Hadid, a ShiT scholar, writes in his commentary of Nahj al-Balaghah:

1 Bukhart vol.2 p.112, Muslim vol. 2 p. 118

2 Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah vol .5 p. 18



3 b s O3l 8 (n g 155 s ) Wty 4 o s 4 (0 Olas 3 SO LT ol
J:J:Ejg.elu\U,La.:.alsjrg;.ﬂMéaﬁmﬁwwls@’gﬁJuAﬁ\ywawLﬁ

Egdedl J1sle s 30l S ol o s o8 s 4l ke Ul Lo ) Clons

During Sha'ban in the seventh year after hijrah, Rastlullah &ssie sent Aba
Bakr as a leader of a battalion towards Najd. They went to the people of the
tribe of Hawazin and attacked them at night. Bayas ibn Salamah narrates
from his father: “I was present in the army. I killed seven disbelievers and
we made our sign at the time, the words, ‘kill, kill". On this occasion, a
group of the companions of Rastilullah (saw) were martyred and Abl Bakr
was injured in this fight. He rested for a few days and after his condition

became better, he returned to Madinah.”?

Moreover, from amongst the ShiT historians, al-Mas‘GdT writes in al-Tanbith wa
al-Ashraf about some of the skirmishes that took place. He mentions that during
Sha‘ban 7 A.H, Sayyiduna Aba Bakr (ra) took the Muslim army towards Banti Kilab
ibn Rabiah. This battalion was called Sariyyah Abu Bakr.

a o pole a0 OIS o )l s S il
Then the battalion of Abii Bakr in this month (Sha’ban 7 A.H) towards Banii

Kilab ibn Rabi‘ah ibn ‘Amir.2

From the references of the Ahl al-Sunnah and Shi'ah quoted above, the following

is proven:

1. Sayyiduna Aba Bakr (ra) waged jihad in the path of Allah a number of

times.
2. He was appointed as the leader of the army on a number of occasions.

3. He was injured during battle and therefore deserves reward.

1 Sharh Nahj al-Balaghah vol. 4 p. 250, Old Edition, Beirut
2 Al-Tanbih wa al-Ashraf p. 4227, New Edition, Egypt
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Participation of Sayyiduna ‘Umar

The scholars of history and biographies have written in detail regarding Sayyiduna
‘Umar #45, that he participated in jihad in the path of Allah Ta‘ala a number
of times and his exploits in the decisive battles of Islam are clearly proven.
Presenting the details of this will unnecessarily lengthen the discussion. Despite

this, a few references are presented to prove the matter, ponder over them.

Lnns | sl OIS 5 Ll wie b = 55

The scholars of biographies state that ‘Umar participated in the Battles of
Badr, Uhud and Khandag. Aside from these, he was with Rastilullah (saw)
in other battles as well and was appointed as the leader of a number of

battalions.!
The biographers have written:
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Buraydah al-Aslami says that when Rastlullah &= dismounted at

Khaybar, then he gave the flag to ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab.?

Ibn Kathir &z mentions in al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah, with reference from Bayhaqi
that on one occasion, Rastlulldh e sent Sayyiduna ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab
24z with a battalion of thirty to fight the Hawazin, and a guide from the Bant
Hilal went along with them. They would travel at night and remain hidden during

the day. When they reached close to the city of the enemy, those people fled.

1 Tabagat Ibn Sa'd vol.3 p.195

2 Tabagqat Ibn Sa‘d vol.3 p.195



After this, Sayyiduna ‘Umar &85 returned to Madinah Munawwarah. Some gave
the counsel that Bant Khath‘am should be fought, so he said that Rastlullah
(saw) had sent him to fight only the Banl Hawazin (and Rastlullah Fsedie did

not instruct him to fight any other tribe).!
In Tabagqat Ibn Sa'd, this incident is said to have occurred in Sha'ban 7 A.H:
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Corroboration from the Shi‘ah

The famous ShiT historian, al-Mas‘Gdi, writes in al-Tanbih wa al-Ashraf regarding
this battalion of Sayyiduna ‘Umar #&ks which was sent out in in 7 A.H. The

incident is mentioned in the following text:
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From the above references (of the Ahl al-Sunnah and Shrah), it is clear that:
1. Sayyiduna ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab ks participated in the famous battles
of Islam.

2. Sayyiduna ‘Umar #4is was appointed the leader of the battalions in a

number of expeditions.

Therefore, this accusation of the opposition — that Shaykhayn &z&is did not
participate in any Islamic jihad nor were they appointed as leaders of any army

— is totally baseless.

1 Al Bidayah wa al-Nihdyah vol.4 p. 221, Tabaqat Ibn Sa‘d vol. 3 p. 195
9
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Objection of Fleeing from the Frontlines of Battle

Battle of Uhud:

Those who lay false accusations against the Sahabah #2455 claim that the senior
Sahabah #2555 were not firm in the Battle of Uhud and they fled from the battle.

Answer

In reply to this, a number of points are presented below, from which this objection

will be dismissed totally.

1. Whoever slipped in the Battle of Uhud, it was on account of a
misunderstanding with regards to implementing a command of Rastilullah

Az, However, Allah Ta‘ala forgave this slip of the Sahabah #2455 and

revealing the following verse in the Qur’an:

1 Ge 303 1,48 G i St L ) olkisdl B g s 1595 2t O
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Indeed, those of you who turned back on the day the two armies met (at
Uhud) — it was Satan who caused them to slip because of some (blame)
they had earned. But Allah has already forgiven them. Indeed, Allah is

Forgiving and Forbearing.!

2. Moreover, at this point the scholars of tafsir and hadith have explained that
there were approximately fourteen people who remained steadfast with
Rastlullah #5.&4e: seven from the Muhajirin and seven from the Ansar.
The names of the Muhajirin who remained steadfast are clearly mentioned:
Sayyiduna Aba Bakr, Sayyiduna ‘Umar, Sayyiduna ‘Ali, Sayyiduna Talhah,
Sayyiduna ‘Ubayd Allah, Sayyiduna ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Awf, Sayyiduna
Zubayr and Sayyiduna Sa‘d ibn AbT Waqqas #2di. Subsequently, Tafsir al-

Khazin states:

1 Siirah Al ‘Imran: 155
11
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Only thirteen or fourteen remained with Rastlullah it from among
the Muhajirin and seven from the Ansar. From the Muhajirin: Aba Bakr,
‘Umar, ‘Alf, Talhah ibn ‘Ubayd Allah, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Awf, Zubayr, Sa'd
ibn AbT Waqqas »zgis.!

The same subject matter has been mentioned by Hafiz Ibn Hajar 4%z in the

famous commentary of Bukhari, Fath al-Bari.?

In short, the biographers and historians have clarified that in the Battle of Uhud,
Sayyiduna Abii Bakr and Sayyiduna ‘Umar #2455, along with other senior Sahabah
were of those who stood their ground and were not amongst those who slipped

in fleeing.

Therefore, the accusation levelled against Sayyiduna Abu Bakr and Sayyiduna
‘Umar &gz can never be correct. Furthermore, Allah Ta‘ala has forgiven all those

who slipped on that day, thus criticism cannot be levelled against any of them.

Battle of Hunayn

After this, the accusation is levelled against the Sahabah regarding the Battle of
Hunayn. A few points are mentioned below, through which this accusation will

be dismissed.

1. In reality, the Sahabah #2855 did not flee from the Battle of Hunayn, but
there was a shortcoming in strategy. The disbelievers were laying in
ambush on the right and left, with the path in the valley being narrow.

When the Islamic army passed through, the disbelievers of the Hawazin

1 Tafsir al-Khazin vol.1 p.437
2 Fath al-Barivol.7 p.289
12



began firing arrows with great ferocity, thereafter launching a full scale
assault on the Muslims. When arrows were being fired from all directions,
it became difficult for the Muslims to remain firm-footed and due to this
great confusion, the ranks of the Muslims were broken. Allah Ta'ala then
sent His special help and tranquillity upon His Rastl &z«<&4te and upon the
Mu’minin, and sent upon them unseen assistance by means of the angels.
In this manner, after their momentary disarray, they were granted victory,

as the Qur’an explains:

15358 Gul) S 55 313,52 O35 Saaall o5 0,05 e BSOS
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Then Allah sent down His tranquillity upon His Messenger and upon
the believers and sent down soldiers (i.e. angels) whom you did not see
and punished those who disbelieved. And that is the recompense of the

disbelievers.!

We learn from this:

I. During the sudden attack, they were thrown into disarray, but Allah then
sent His special help and the battlefront changed. His assistance descended

and victory was attained.

II. At this point, the senior scholars have written that Rastilullah Fzsdfe did
not rebuke anyone that turned away on this occasion nor did he take them
to task because he was aware of their excuse and forced circumstances. So,
it will not be permissible for others to criticise them either. Subsequently,
Shah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz says:

Rasilullah Jseste did not reprimand them, because he knew of their

excuse, so no one else can criticise or accuse them.?

1 strah al-Towbah: 26
2 Tuhfah Ithnd ‘Ashariyyah p. 338
13



At the end of this response, it is beneficial to note that the names of those who
remained firm with Rastlulldh #5.&4(z in the Battle of Hunayn have also been

recorded.

o bl s e s e 5 S5 sl ans <3 Bl e

It has been reported from Jabir «&is that amongst those who remained

firm with Rasiilullah s were Abi Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Alf, ‘Abbas...

In summary, in light of the above quotations it is proven that those who turned
away in the Battle of Hunayn, did so on account of the severe circumstances that
befell them, but Allah later changed their condition to one of assistance and

victory.

Moreover, the scholars have clearly written that in the Battle of Hunayn,
Sayyiduna Abi Bakr and Sayyiduna ‘Umar &:&is were not of those who turned

back. Therefore, it can never be correct to accuse them of fleeing from battle.

14



Accusation of Him not Being the Khalifah of Rastilullah is.esg-

One of the objections raised by the critics of the Sahabah #:4i against Sayyiduna
Abii Bakr z4sis that a Bedouin came to Sayyiduna Abi Bakr 2455and asked: “Are
you the khalifah of Rastilullah As«&5=?” Sayyiduna Abl Bakr &&sreplied: “No.”
He then asked: “Then what are you?” Sayyiduna Aba Bakr &z replied:

n..,\.u. priea| Lj
I am the one that comes after him.

According to the objection, the word “aass” refers to the person ‘upon whom
one does not suffice and he has neither goodness nor blessings, and in fact one
whom the majority oppose’, in other words, “aais” refers to someone that has
no good and ability in him.

The critic who has raised this objection seems has understood this to mean that
Sayyiduna Abii Bakr #2455 denied being the khalifah of RasTlullah Ass&ie and
instead regarded himself to be the khalifah. Therefore, it is not correct to refer to

such a person as the khalifah of the Rasul.

Answer

1. What is the status of this narration of the Bedouin, quoted by the critic,
according to the hadith scholars:

It is unclear. It is not a narration of Bukhari or Muslim, which we can accept
without question or reservation. The books of hadith diction, in which

this narration is mentioned, mention regarding its meaning and purport:
A1 gy 2ot 3T B e a2y Lo 5 Lo 5 2015 JU6 Lo

He said this out of humility and modesty, when he was asked “You are the
khalifah of Rastilullah Assife"

15



In other words, even if this narration were to be accepted then the scholars
of hadith have explained it to be an expression of humility on the part of
Sayyiduna Abt Bakr #24is and not denial of being the khalifah of the Rasil

The explanation above mentioned by the author al-Jazri &z himself,

immediately following this narration.

2. Aside from this narration, the scholars have reported another narration
wherein Sayyiduna Abl Bakr #4is acknowledges being the khalifah of
Rastlullah Jdzsafedie:
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Ibn Abi Mulaykah said that a person said to Abt Bakr: “O khalifah of Allah!”
to which Sayyiduna Aba Bakr responded: “I am not the khalifah of Allah,
but I am the khalifah of Rasiilullah A%<z, and I am pleased with this.”

We learn from this narration that Sayyiduna Aba Bakr 485 was pleased
with being the khalifah of Rastlullah is«&die, Therefore, he did not deny
being the khalifah of Rastilullah is«&ife. Assuming he did deny being the

khalifah of Rastlullah As4E4{e at some point, then it was out of humility

and subdue his own ego, as the scholars of hadith diction have explained.
3. Moreover Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah has the following narration:

L 158 oS3 Uy 58 Lo (6ol Y I s ke lll o 0l e L glor LS S A o0
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Sayyiduna Hudhayfah g narrates: “Once we were sitting in the company

of Rasilullah isseie, and Rastlullah s said: ‘T do not know for how

1 Ibn Athir al-Jazri: Al-Nihayah, vol. 1 p. 315, Majma’ al-Bihar
2 Majma’ al-Zawa'id vol. 5 p. 184
16



long I will live amongst you. So, follow these two after me. He said this
while gesturing towards Sayyiduna Abl Bakr and Sayyiduna ‘Umar). He

also said: “Hold firm to the path of ‘Ammar and attest to whatever Ibn

Mas‘Gd tells you.”

This narration makes it abundantly clear that after Rastilullah 1s«&die, Sayyiduna
Abit Bakr and Sayyiduna ‘Umar &zds are worthy of being followed, and there is

guidance and virtue in following them.

Moreover, it has also been clarified that Sayyiduna Aba Bakr 245 is worthy of
being the khalifah of Rastilullah &4z, He is most worthy of this position and
Rastlullah 4s«edii subtly indicated towards him being the khalifah.

Counter reply

To answer this allegation candidly, assuming that Sayyiduna Abu Bakr iy did
negate being the khalifah at any time, then Sayyiduna ‘Al &z declined the
khilafah and desisted from taking the pledge of khilafah. He refused it, whereas
he was worthy for the position of khilafah at that time.

It is stated in Nahj al-Baldghah that after the martyrdom of Sayyiduna ‘Uthman
2245, people went to Sayyiduna ‘AlT«zdi with the intention of pledging allegiance,
and he said:

Lol o oS0 st 135 o SIUTs (6 b | gadB 5503

Leave me alone with regards to the matter of the khilafah and look for
someone other than I. 1t is better for me to remain a minister for you,

rather than become a leader (khalifah) over you.!

Therefore, just as we cannot negate the position of khilafah from Sayyiduna ‘Alt

&8 based on his refusal to become the khalifah, in exactly the same way, we

1 Nahj al-Balaghah p. 181
17



cannot deny the position of khilafah from Sayyiduna Aba Bakr 4k based on
his modest statements. The actual purport and context under which he negates

being the khalifah is what we have previously explained.

18



Accusation of the Pledge at the Hhands of Abui Bakr Being Sudden

The enemies of the Sahabah #zdis — the Shi'ah — raise an objection regarding
the pledge of khilafah at the hands of Sayyiduna Abl Bakr #4is that the pledge
was taken suddenly, without thinking and no consultation took place. He was also

made the khalifah without any proof.

Therefore, the khilafah of Sayyiduna Abti Bakr 424k was not based on the truth

and this leader is not upon the truth.

Answer

The sect that opposes the Sahabah #24is has made the following statement of

Sayyiduna ‘Umar &4 the basis of their objection:
s alll Bs sS4 ol day 38

The pledge at the hands of Abli Bakr was sudden, Allah Ta‘ala saved us from

the evil of its suddenness.

The purport of this statement of Sayyiduna ‘Umar #&&s has been explained by
Abii ‘Ubayd al-Qasim ibn Salam (d. 224 A.H) in his work Gharib al-Hadith, in the

following text:
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It means; suddenly. There was haste in it because the matter could have
led to disunity and disagreement, so that no-one who was unworthy could
desire and the haste is what Allah Ta‘ala used to save the evil that was

feared.!

1 Gharib al-Hadith vol. 2 p. 231
19



This subject is discussed in another place:
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The meaning of the word ‘wl’ is sudden. And that is how it happened
because the general masses were not waited upon but the senior Sahabah
from the Muhajirin and Ansar went forward. They all then placed their
hands in his hand because they knew that there is no rival for Aba Bakr
wa and no-one shared his virtue and there was no need to discuss the
matter or consult about it. Therefore, it was sudden and through it Allah

Ta‘ala saved Islam and the Muslims from its evil.!

Similarly, Shah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz 4z has given a detailed response to this objection
in his work Tuhfah Ithna ‘Ashariyyah:

The purport of “Allah Taala saved from its evil” is that the pledge of
khilafah at the hands of Sayyiduna Abii Bakr s took place in Saqifah Bani
Sa‘idah quickly; bearing in mind the difference of opinion or disagreement
that could have arisen. There was no opportunity for lengthy deliberation
and discussion. However, the fear that existed for hastening in this matter
was that if the pledge was not found in its place, then someone unworthy
person would have been appointed to the post. Through the grace of Allah

Ta‘ala, it did not occur and the matter of truth found its standing.?

It is apparent that in this statement, Sayyiduna ‘Umar &5 did not imply that
the pledge at the hands of Sayyiduna Abt Bakr el was not correct. The reason

for this is:

1 Gharib al-Hadith vol. 3 p. 352, 357, Minhdj al- Sunnah vol. 3 p. 118, al-Muntaqa p. 338

2 Tuhfah Ithnd ‘Ashariyyah p. 271



1. In Sagifah Bani Sa‘idah, the first two people to pledge allegiance at the
hands of Sayyiduna Abl Bakr #4ks was Sayyiduna ‘Umar #&s) and the
second was Sayyiduna Abl ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah 4. After this, the
rest of the people pledged allegiance.

2. On this occasion, both of them (Sayyiduna ‘Umar %5 and Sayyiduna
Abi ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah #45) used the following words in favour of

Sayyiduna Abu Bakr szdis:
Llasly b e

You are the best among us and the most virtuous among us.

The Muh3jirin and Ansar that were present there, they did not refute these
words, but they accepted it. So, in this case, it was accepted that Sayyiduna
Abi Bakr 24 was the best and most virtuous amongst the Sahabah #zéiz

and they were convinced of this.

Note: -

The above quoted words which Sayyiduna ‘Umar 4 used in favour of Sayyiduna
Abii Bakr #85 are mentioned in Sahih al-Bukhart (vol. 1 p. 518) in the following

manner:
s e ll o all gy I Lol 6 st B 306 Sl s

In fact, we pledged allegiance to you because you are our leader and the

best amongst us and the most beloved to Rastlullah izesi-,!

Summary

Those who have levelled this criticism against Sayyiduna Abu Bakr &l have

done so in vain. This is because the intent of Sayyiduna ‘Umar s was not to

1 Sahih al-Bukhari vol. 1 p. 518
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imply that the pledge was done out of place or without thinking, that despite his
ineligibility for the post he was still elected as the khalifah, and is not the true
khalifah. However, Sayyiduna ‘Umar 224 mentioned this statement knowing the
reality of the situation that there was haste in the matter of pledging allegiance so

that there will be no confusion in the case where different opinions are raised.

Allah Ta‘ala saved Islam and the Muslims from the evil of differences of opinion
and the correct khalifah was chosen quickly and the chosen khalifah was worthy
of this position. Based on this, most of the Muslims accepted happily and there
was no disagreement. This proves that the selection was correct.

It is beneficial to mention at this point, in order to remove any doubt, that some
of the narrations of this incident where it is stated that the Sahabah %245 argued
with each other, drew swords etc. are totally incorrect. Such narrations are
nothing but exaggerations of history and according to the scholars of the field;

they are highly debated and criticised and can never be relied upon.
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The Accusation of Waging War Against Those who Stopped Paying
Zakah

The opposition accuse Sayyiduna Abt Bakr s of acting contrary to the
guidelines of Rastlullah 4544z, who left those who stopped giving zakah (like
the tribes of Tha'labah and Thaqif etc.) and he did not wage war against those who
stopped from giving zakah, whereas Sayyiduna Abu Bakr «ediss waged war against

them. Thus, this was against the directions and deeds of Rastlullah k.
They present the following narration on which the objection is based:

Y 0l s ol lll oo lll J gy o 221 J6 conly 51 0L e |l e cons o
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It is narrated from Wahb, I asked Jabir about Thaqif, when they pledged
allegiance. He said: “They placed the condition on Rastlullah &ssie that

there will be no zakah and no jihad upon them.”

Answer
If this question is accepted, then study the following in reply to it. The objection

will be dismissed:

1. The above mentioned condition was made during the initial discussion
with Thaqif. However, this was not accepted as a permanent condition.

The reason for this is that the very same narration states:
IM\U\OJMQLQQ}EW&GJ&J}%HMJWRU‘JJ‘\-U\d}»ﬂ)ce-m
He heard Rastlullah &s&4f saying later on that they will give zakah and

wage jihad, when they become Muslims.

1 Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah vol. 5 p. 30
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Which means that temporarily, they put down the condition of not giving
zakah and waging jihad. After Islam became firm, they will give zakah and

they will participate in jihad.

2. When the tribes turned apostate after the demise of Rastlullah dsaie,
while some tribes refused to pay zakah — but said that they will perform

salah — Sayyiduna Abai Bakr il was resolute and said:

If they refuse to give me a rope (for tying the camel) I shall wage jihad

against them.!

Sayyiduna Abt Bakr iz was the khalifah and ruler of the time. It was
compulsory upon the Muslims to obey his orders. Fighting those who
refused to give zakah was indeed the correct course of action, while some
felt at first called for, they too also agreed with the view of Sayyiduna Abu
Bakr 45 in the end.? They classified the fight against the rejecters of

zakah as correct. This is clearly mentioned in its place.

Amongst the senior Sahabah #24is, Sayyiduna ‘Ali &85 also agreed to the

view of Sayyiduna Abl Bakr #2dis and he was ready for this fight. On this

occasion, Sayyiduna Abti Bakr s was very passionate, he asked for his
conveyance to be brought and he set out to lead the charge but Sayyiduna
‘AlT 22885 took the reins of his conveyance and advised him not to go, but

send others to lead this expedition.
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1 Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah vol. 6 p. 312, Mishkat p. 157

2 Mirqat vol. 4 p. 136, 137



‘N’ishah e narrates: My father went out with his sword drawn, mounted
on his steed, towards Wadi al-Qissah, ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib came and took the
reins of his mount and said: “Where are you going, O khalifah of the Rasal
of Allah? I say to you what Rastlullah =5 said to you on the day of
Uhud: “You will not stop, and you will not leave us in loss with regards to
yourself, by Allah, if something has to afflict us regarding you, there will
be no administrative support for Islam ever.” So he returned and let the

army carry on.'

In short, Sayyiduna ‘Al 2585 agreed with the rest of the senior Sahabah
#e8l that war should be waged against those that refuse to pay Zakah, so

the step taken by Sayyiduna Abu Bakr &2z was correct.

It was not against, and did not contradict the Sunnah of Rastilullah Fs.&ie,
Therefore, the objection is baseless. There is a statement mentioned in

Jawami' al-Strah of Ibn Hazm ZahirT, it is presented here:
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Some have said that when Tha'labah ibn Hatib refused to give zakah, then
the verse was revealed regarding him, “and among them are those who
made a pact with Allah that if He grants us from His grace, then we shall
definitely give zakah”, this is baseless; being amongst the Sahabah of Badr

renders it baseless.?

1 Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah vol. 6 p. 315
2 Jawami* al-Strah p. 127
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Accusation Regarding the Army of Sayyiduna Usamah ibn Zayd

Those who criticise the Sahabah #:4is state that in Safar 11 A.H, Rasalullah
dsedfle prepared an army to face the Romans, appointing as their leader
Sayyiduna Usamah ibn Zayd 4. The ShiTscholar Ibn Mutahhar al-Hilli reports
that Rasilullah is.&5fe said:

Send the army of Usamah. May the curse of Allah be upon the one who does
not join the army of Usamah. The three (Aba Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman)

were with him, then Abti Bakr prevented ‘Umar from going with the army.

The objection is that after Rastlullah A5 passed away, Sayyiduna Aba Bakr
2245 fell short in sending off this army; himself not joining and also preventing
Sayyiduna ‘Umar #dis from joining them. This was clear opposition to the

emphatic command of Rastlullah Jseafie,

Answer:

A number of points will be presented in reply to this objection, through which

the objection will have no basis.

Scholars have commented on the words in this narration, “May the curse of Allah
be upon the one who does not join the army of Usamah”, that these words are not

correct and they have been added to the narration.

If this narration is taken to be correct, then there are a number of negative
implications. For example, Sayyiduna ‘Alf i did not join the army of Sayyiduna

Usamah #&&5; how will the above mentioned words be correct for him?

Moreover, this point is worthy of note, that during his final moments, Rastlullah

Azl instructed Sayyiduna Aba Bakr #2485 to lead the salah, which he did, in
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accordance with the command of Rastilullah iz«&dic. Thereafter, after the demise

P P

of Rastlullah iz, he was chosen by the Sahabah #2455 for the position of

khalifah. In these conditions, how could he #&is join the army of Usamah #edix?
In light of this, the scholars have explained that the words of cursing are not
correct. Moreover, it is incorrect that Sayyiduna Abt Bakr 24 went against the
command of Rastlulldh &5:£4{= in sending out the army of Sayyiduna Usamah

2k, This is because the reality is that after the demise of Rastilullah Aseafie,
Sayyiduna Abl Bakr 45 did indeed send the army of Sayyiduna Usamah sedis
out, which is transmitted in a number of narrations. One of these narrations is

presented below:
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When Abt Bakr made a firm resolution to prepare the army of Usamah,
then some of the Ansar said to ‘Umar: “Tell Abii Bakr that he should appoint
someone besides Usamah as the leader over us,” and ‘Umar mentioned this
to Abl Bakr. Abai Bakr said: “I shall not appoint a leader other than the
leader who Rastlullah i< appointed.” Sayyiduna Aba Bakr & then
personally went to Jurf and walked at the head of the army of Usamah,
and commanded them to depart. He walked along with them whilst
Usamah was mounted. ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Awf was pulling the reins of
the conveyance of Abti Bakr. Usamah said: “O Khalifah of the Rasil of Allah,
either mount the conveyance or shall I dismount.” Abai Bakr said: “Neither

will you dismount, nor will I mount.

After this, Abi Bakr asked Usamah for ‘Umar to be returned from the
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army, whereas ‘Umar was part of the army. So, Usamah permitted ‘Umar

to return.

This is why whenever Sayyiduna Umar & used to meet Sayyiduna

Usamah a5, he would say: “Peace be upon you, O Amir.”!
Note:-

Khalifah ibn Khayyat has also mentioned this narration in his history work (vol.
1 p. 65) that Amir al-Mu’minin AbQ Bakr 245 took permission from the leader of
the army, Usamah ibn Zayd 4 for ‘Umar 8 to return.

It is clear from the above narration that Sayyiduna Aba Bakr edls did not go
against the command of Rastlullah .24z, and despite the opinion of some to
delay this expedition, he order them to march. He did not suspend the departure
of the army of Sayyiduna Usamah &4 at all. Moreover, it is also clear that
Sayyiduna ‘Umar s was not opposed to the army of Sayyiduna Usamah iz,
but Sayyiduna Abt Bakr #4k5 and Sayyiduna ‘Umar #edi took permission from
Sayyiduna Usamah 45 for him to be left behind. Therefore, the objection that
they have raised regarding the army of Sayyiduna Usamah #eéis not being sent

out is wrong and contrary to reality.

1 Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah vol. 6 p. 305
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Accusation of Confessing to Error and Sin

The enemies of the Sahabah #24i= raise the objection against Sayyiduna Abt Bakr
245 that he was not worthy of the khilafah on account of what he stated in his

sermons and other speeches, namely:
e bl J Ol
I have a devil that troubles me
oS e il
I am not the best among you

Therefore, from this type of speech we learn that in accordance to his confession,
he was not worthy of the khilafah.

Ibn Mutahhar al-Hill1 discusses this criticism in Minhdj al-Kiramah in the following

text:
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... Amongst them it is narrated from Aba Bakr a5 that he sat on the pulpit
and said: “Rastlullah Z<zig would hold on firmly to revelation and there
is a devil that troubles me. If I remain firm in religion, then help me and if

I stray, then straighten me.”
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How can the Imamah of such a person who is in need of his subjects to

straighten him be permissible, whereas the subjects are in need of him?

Answer

If this speech came from Sayyiduna Aba Bakr &z and it is proven with an

authentic chain of narration, then the interpretation of it will be:

Sayyiduna Abt Bakr 4l was making it apparent that he is not infallible

and he is not safe from error.
3058 L 285 0l Lels s dslll Ll oo Of I

You should help me in that which is best and in taqwa. If I remain firm
upon obedience (the Qur’an and the Sunnah), then help me and if T stray

from obedience, then correct me.!

The senior scholars often mentioned statements like this at times. The best
answer is that on account of being overwhelmed by the fear of Allah Ta‘ala, they
mentioned this type of speech. Moreover, this type of speech is found in the books
of the Shrah as well from their A'immah. So, whatever answer they provide there,

the same will be the answer for the speech of Sayyiduna Abt Bakr zzdis.

In the book of al-Kulaynf, there is an authentic narration from Imam Ja‘far al-

Sadiq &&= “There is a devil with every believer that turns him away from the
straight path.”

Moreover, the same type of speech uttered by Sayyiduna Abu Bakr xdis is

narrated from Sayyiduna ‘Ali 445 in Nahj al-Balaghah:

1 Al-Muntaqa p. 336
2 Tuhfah Ithnd ‘Ashariyyah p. 270
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Do not stay away from me in saying the truth or in giving me counsel of the

truth. I am not beyond error and I am not safe from error in my deed.!
Sayyiduna ‘AlT #48 used to supplicate:
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0O Allah, forgive me for that speech through which I acquired closeness to
You, then my heart went against it. O Allah, forgive me for the indications
of my eye and my useless words and desires of my heart and the errors of
my tongue.?

Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin (‘AlT ibn Husayn #&5) used to supplicate;
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Here I am, O Rabb, thrown before You, I am the one that attests to my sin
that has burdened by back and I spent my life in sin and I am the one that

disobeyed You out of ignorance...>

In another place, he says:
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And forgive me for those of my sins that You are aware of, if You punish,
then I am the oppressor, the one who has been extreme in my life, the

extravagant in sin, the one who falls short, one asleep, one who is

1 Nahj al-Balaghah vol. 1 p. 436, Fura‘al-Kafi vol. 3 p. 165
2 Nahj al-Balaghah vol. 1 p. 127
3 Al-Sahifah Kamilah Sajjadiyyah p. 83
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negligent...!

O

Moreover, Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin 425 supplicates elsewhere:
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0 Allah, whatever Shaytan has placed in my heart of hopes and jealousy,
make it into mention of Your greatness and into pondering over Your
power and whatever lewd talk Shaytan has placed in my tongue: futile
talk, dishonouring someone, baseless testimony, backbiting of a Muslim
and speaking ill of a person in his presence; turn it into praise for You,
exaggeration in Your glory, gratitude for Your bounty, confession of Your

favour, counting Your bounty...2

In summary

From the speech of the Aimmah quoted above, whatever words have been
narrated, there is confession of sin, Shaytan affecting the heart etc., just as it is
found within the infallible Aimmah, and it did not negatively affect their Imamah
in any way, so too these things are found in the speech of the senior Sahabah

#e8 like Sayyiduna Aba Bakr 22455, and cannot form the basis of any objection

or criticism.

In short, whatever your reply is, that will be our reply’

1 Ibid p.301
2 Tbid p.106



